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The Energy Source is an online newsletter published twice a year by the
Department of General Services (DGS) Office of Energy Performance &
Conservation. It is our goal that this publication will serve to keep agencies
up-to-date on energy-related news and events. Thank you for your interest!
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WELCOME, INTERN!
DGS Energy Office
welcomes GSIP intern
Caroline Faux this
summer. Please read
more about Caroline
here.

BUY LOCAL
CHALLENGE

The DGS Green Team
is participating in the
Buy Local Challenge.
Learn more about how
to be green by eating
local and support your
local economy at the
same time here.

FY16 UTILITY BILLS

As we come to the end
of FY2016, it is time
again to ensure that
DGS has records of all

Maryland Recognized by US DOE
 

The State of Maryland was recognized for achieving an
ambitious energy reduction goal at the Department of
Energy's Better Buildings Summit held May 27-29. As a
Better Buildings Partner, Maryland committed to a 20%
energy reduction by 2020 in a nine million square foot building
portfolio. Maryland was recognized as the first state to
achieve its goal--having reduced by 21% last year from a
FY2008 baseline.

Maryland Recognized with other Better Building Challenge Partners
by the Department of Energy 

The DOE also published an Implementation Model that
featured DGS' 16 Agency Energy Competition. The
Implementation Model features a successful program that
other Challenge Partners can replicate.
 
Read the press release.

State Energy Database Training

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEr1nglLE_NAuK-6yl2tZBdRuQR9QoGpCs6APPU_AGhJL2fzjt56AWNS-t3JHXeO62jXG0J2wBs-wQajdmgQzrJaDRM5ad8gcpw4FsgE9yjA42_u3PUX2Hu0TZRG-d9Wd6s-2KvT2dTbzn2aKTZJGRK2870rqqbzLYx0Z3T3czpT0BI8896_tSbSSxSgB0LHmFIHs7TENEhde4OZl6YZfPiNo_lkntVpwHLr5OE2e-szpE3Ssw5KoBz_QsdCCPft6Rlbx_PQGVbRYRIpTzIHLo4kglGEnr1JnK9TYlCreES-mTQ86U7BQ2s=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGwgV2pFZrUqJv8VcFrogDmWfsm6oVUAFwzLbM45QXhDSQbb1rJbE4tP5Kl7AjhUhMzRSCgHADbKyuBI6LRtj2fHCEtdBsKP8OpZdOSTt8K3dByR2MaydHsWF0NgaAMoKmVogxcBKMhjMzz8U5KXpzLRTNTzR5atSVWPoxHbDEhhaRRkP45bsnyXYN6_3Sre_x4tU3azB2aA-3UYvPnnDh8w8m9x-Yx5vsqFOWWXgRRYUjU-D_Spidfth366wMBRUowfHUWtH1R9WYr9JG2NQo9BRjbH9Eal2g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGwgV2pFZrUqE9sc9nOrsJDPH4SQnNd9t9suFF78JyJ8mJcGNhBNU-zaYA1qKY3W8yP4P8lEH2g8ReS6nzz17nnJp8N8QKzByu5aVlv0DstNdH4_gZFuS1rLP6h6lOEEBdUhxnmNvYYlbEzLAFuS7qjnnxoL0MltAbTOb6za_4I2kv1EexI9IC4NBIFSuSYUD4FkhX7dBlONZqAQP3QRH4Og8G0hsIKVldUK7MdxWD4ICdJ0dUpaNgtCUVUoL_BvAW6p_-YS2J5OKbONSfYSxG9rHNaMuu5TDcSlu0V68s_UIcEJFCVyDy-f84uoD12mwR50d-lKMH6kMPlzC927Wq55uIycS89fmg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGwgV2pFZrUqGKpGlUYrlmHVfP-CKNLVRilfYy3Xig7DyLyZ8b_JVNPfdp0Gox_WMWpPeSfxiNr2PBKP9ZCCXqVoG8hut1vXQBENPM8OszY_YRXyR86YqG36p0CYYKMc56DN6CR1J45mkVp-JMa0xNfgRyPsekKAxk6Pq1jlCe_LemjqTjHWj_YODhzfEtEz97Xwzvtb1s1uptDqXGY7vzZWKCAAgEgEviSE5MkUi2L2G-tGY5pxuegCF55PwFu8avWi-SukVYEHA_ktuzyMGMv_UwfJDPQUqK_kAgVJubIJsoc9P_plXeBYz_nbRwDW2vFgOgTQGdSaQK_zV0Fs10CIge-HGd8J8zOInoP4r7uiAE_Cv2nTmRE=&c=&ch=


state-paid utility bills
so that we can report
on energy usage and
cost. Please ensure
that your agency or
university's data in the
database is complete
and accurate. Submit
your outstanding utility
bills through the end of
the fiscal year to
BITHENERGY at
utilitybills@
bithgroup.com

ENERGY
COORDINATOR
RESOURCES

Free energy manager
tools 

CONTACT US

Emily Soontornsaratool
State Energy Data, 
DGS
Emily.Soontornsaratool
@maryland.gov
 
(410) 767-3061

 
Barry Powell
State Energy Planning,
DGS
Barry.Powell
@maryland.gov
(410) 767-4375

 
Alicia Singleton
BITHENERGY
asingleton
@bithgroup.com
(410) 962-1188 x24

This May, contractors from BITHENERGY delivered training
on the State Energy Database in Basic and Advanced
sessions. Twenty-one individuals representing state
agencies, contractors, and vendors across Maryland
participated.

Basic training covered all aspects of navigating the database.
Advanced training covered reporting, benchmarking, and
solving real-life energy analysis needs. Participants offered
overwhelmingly positive feedback on the training.

Interested in receiving training? Please contact Emily at
emily.soontornsaratool@maryland.gov. There are
opportunities for on-site training at your office!

 

Featured Agency: FSU
Frostburg State University - Innovation in the Making
 

Sustainable Energy Research Facility

 
The era of energy independence has arrived at Frostburg
State University (FSU). The Sustainable Energy Research
Facility (SERF) at FSU is a "net zero" building, which was
dedicated on October 29, 2014. It serves as the first facility
of its kind to conduct renewable energy research, provide
educational and instructional classes, and become a test site
for new sustainable technologies.
 
The SERF building demonstrates the ability to achieve total
100% independence from the grid.  It was designed to study
the following technologies:

mailto:utilitybills@bithgroup.com
mailto:utilitybills@bithgroup.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKODSX3Yo8Fja4TqjklIGTAJiLG0S-nPxrVJl8tXkscx6ItORVip34TEI4PE13QwU5Df53J3-X55vAjx31MP1Xc1l6nJ8wK_l8ARz8e2i46Iy_N6WteiXaBf6qpa1rGOReINt8E83jiJWF7eF-3Un-IuVNuOCV__6e9klp0UCX6oWNhCLt_Aqk4lplWLmY-OXtx8cF2bV55Uw1GewJGIIPLTSTSPrYvAQm6nPNINb21xs5OGxsHkob9fNDNtZNInrQrZbI0hb0LG&c=&ch=
mailto:Emily.Hunter@maryland.gov
mailto:Barry.Powell@maryland.gov
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mailto:Barry.Powell@maryland.gov
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mailto:asingleton@bithgroup.com
mailto:asingleton@bithgroup.com
mailto:emily.soontornsaratool@maryland.gov


  

 

DGS Office of Energy
Performance and

Conservation website

 

 

wind and solar power,
passive solar heating,
lighting,
solar thermal systems,
battery storage,
hydrogen generation,
energy recovery systems,
computer controlled energy management systems,
digital controls,
variable frequency drives,
geothermal impacts, and
integration of said systems.

Daylight reduces the lighting impact of this 16 computer classroom
used for instructional training.

 
In 2009, Dr. Oguz Soysal, (Ph.D Electrical Engineering)
conceived the idea of the SERF with the aid of his wife, Hilkat
Soysal (former FSU adjunct professor). They collaborated
with Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD 6th Dist) to obtain a construction
grant from the Department of Energy. More recently, Theresa
Testoni (Silver Spring) also made a gift through the Frostburg
State University Foundation in support of the project. Dr.
Joseph Hoffman (Ph.D Physics), Dean of FSU's College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, oversees project funding. 
 
Under the new direction of Dr. Steven Tidrow (Ph.D
Engineering/Physics), the SERF will continue to innovate and
raise the bar for the growth and understanding of sustainable
renewable energy technologies across Maryland and the
nation. 
 
Tyler Lemmert and Mayowa Ogundipe are FSU electrical
engineering graduates who assist with the daily operations of
the SERF. They are enthusiatic tour guides when not
immersed in wiring variable frequency drives and other
research.
 
FSU staff provided DGS Energy Engineer Barry Powell with a
tour of the facilities. The 6,000 square foot SERF building is
comprised of a classroom equipped with 16 computers
(above), common areas, offices, research laboratory, module
room, kitchen, mechanical room and garage.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGTlw6OR5LqY_gM_ynEdM1mrr4mD06cx1LaFqWf2Vio3DWenQCIfPbvcONY9Jes6jiiUX9LjQPupDOW1vGmzcX8fjvINDozbkmye8vzBcKVO8DaLP5Y6kGermoqvrXzHClJMGvGga92A097__aVoctDtfYk6uGSoQMQCnyNL03O4yazgI1JxK7P2b2I5ud1F8JlJpEEJRRYtsfI_x3aDJiGBBusbA2rYEhgzZY6XWapB825kJ2Wf0F4Ue3_Zedq-paeXQVsGCDBDT2bKf1xbG2w=&c=&ch=


8 Solatubes provide natural sunlight in cubicle room and hallway

 
A Solatube is a tubular light conduit that harvests daylight
through a dome on the roof of the SERF and transfers
sunlight down a reflective tube through a diffuser in the ceiling
below.  Daylighting from the sky proves to be more desirable
when compared to an LED light fixture beside it.
 

   
The research lab is currently used to study air temperatures and air
movement utilizing suspended sensors.
 
FSU is utilizing a research lab to test air temperatures and air
movement from the radiant flooring throughout the complex. 
Supplemental heat can be introduced into this experimental
environment through ductwork from an Energy Recovery Unit
(ERU) located in the mechanical room.

 

4 battery banks (570 amp hours each) provide backup energy for a
week in the absence of sunlight or wind. 

 
The above inverter panels transfer renewable energy from the
feed sources to the battery banks that distribute needed
energy throughout SERF. Student electrical engineers strive
to use renewable energy efficiently for various applications.
 



SERF mechanical room features a biomass boiler with solar heating to
radiant flooring that include supplement heat from an energy recovery unit

that also provides ventilation.

 
The main source of heat for extreme temperatures at SERF is
a biomass boiler. Supplemental building heat by natural
sunlight and a solar thermal collector array (planned for
installation later this year) can be used independently. A solar
thermal system supplies heated water and stores it in
insulated collector tanks that allow pumps to circulate warm
water through the closed loop radiant floor system for space
heating. This system also provides hot water for domestic
use.  

 
Thanks to FSU staff for taking time out of their busy
schedules to provide tours and allow pictures to be taken of
their innovative and exciting SERF. For renewable energy
enthusiasts, FSU SERF website and Director's contact
information is noted below:
 
Dr. Steven Tidrow, Associate Professor
Department of Physics & Engineering
(301)687-7348
sctidrow@frostburg.edu
http://www.frostburg.edu/renewable/
 
 

EPA's Battle of the Buildings

mailto:sctidrow@frostburg.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEr1nglLE_NAyjS3HlMU5YgcNnd_8hs4_EWW6bN49KDG1jsQTCP8_JwKa1RJCZhHvHV967dg0AgbUjTeOHCdo86eQkNSYBkn0wExhSBpglbK8ZbGVzdpGlAFigHBn9gMRb1yzvSeTDK-Dp1L5h18YpNMEQRORO6HdZcE5rU-0DcApkbkFjjy_G6ayqnTyxd732f0YLt8Bq681Pc8OLBpprGG9qE7GYk795t8JvbQ1k11WiuwqlyBUKx2TskeomiuHJvv2CsB5xQO&c=&ch=


This July, DGS will be participating in the EPA's National
Building Competition "Battle of the Buildings" for the second
year. This friendly competition encourages buildings to reduce
their energy use. Six DGS buildings will battle it out this year.
Returning competitors include:  Mary Risteau District
Court/Multi-Service Center, Ellicott City District
Court/Multi-Service Center, and Louis L. Goldstein District
Court/Multi-service Center. Joining the competition for the
first time are: Centreville Carter Hickman District Court, the
Denton District Court, the Paul Martin District Court.
 
A Kick-Off Event is scheduled for July 29 at 10:00 a.m. at
Mary Risteau District Court (Bel Air). All are welcome! Please
RSVP here.

 
Read about last year's competition results on the 
DGS website.
 
 
 

New EnergyCAP Feature: Interval Data
The Maryland State Energy Database tracks energy cost and
consumption for all State facilities. This section features a
useful report or database feature that might be helpful to the
over 300 registered database users across Maryland. Read
more about the State Energy Database here.
 
EnergyCAP has released new functionality that makes it
possible to track interval data. Interval data is a powerful tool
for energy management and can complement the robust utility
invoice data that is already in the State Energy Database. 

 
Why Interval Data? There has been a lot of buzz lately about
interval data. While utility invoice analysis makes up a
significant portion of what we do at DGS, there are many
reasons that we might need to look at data in more detail.
Interval data gives us that level of detail to look at usage
patterns throughout a day.
 
Our contractors at BITHENERGY recently brought DGS 15
minute interval data in for the State Office Center complex.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGTlw6OR5LqYg5HFSCFAafVMSPgh80_Df21xeqNa0Dc-uGxVo68WNpP4AKum9c5a8qJy-T3P2TXw8VghOgh4r8pGKqIiXQGYFSOCZoyG7GCQvGQ8zyocUs0slcm9H_VlL0OHu3ijkCK6fb7bZlwn8mHPZH8_QvCOvTtbT8OZ6FCOeEOj0Gj6uE976pN16T67vAxNxb8Okt2QV-rTBSSEoVjdBJnIB5DSav2xw-fHrWRM0k2zeElch1J7ssiGSJlpKIX-Cq3oeGQjLVqYRyn6WMUEq9CKeg-VHFqQ4DGzbW5Iuzo2B_ZQO2YmcoELeABWBl5FibtLuQ4QkdZjs5HxAsA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGTlw6OR5LqYSi352Mh5WuR9xmke_nj9BKjAABUCRpMLCbk-w0uCSCsDWb_pwWvZkdZvLBWdxlo7QFyuCWZ8a0IJ5VFoX2XCixN3rUi7JyzwbK5OZyBq_MpBDQIUuBEypwvQAnAbbBOmP6A1jm-aVGN0Ioco9IBAPTu6uTWDm1tdfJYwX8H-pNV4pA5yL1Tg-79DI5IyH8WH9cpdVFfYvifZxaymJgNXHTfx1LQNFfxaIaADTOmEkpTL2CE9waph9WqO3VHxOXv1DQjXSsH6IU77aE2S9GJ6gZpX1bDYgzJZcIBVH734C2fHjmBXpefHEWnc23Yp6XPtH88StCcVp0vKQCWh9J5nkDiQrfbYLrl5b7xG0xSD2w4tsXIkVWhB4ZDLYVR1xXVf0kAVCvsf-ys=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEr1nglLE_NAnKW6BONYXVFDzLW-liUbvrqb7pa-SDuBTtP-gf7FewtBpMDwmvwqIJQrx4hcDiR6wNEeijODrPA2XU2NOWkRCfnvAut_fpi9ulseiTVVTXcUK9is256LVr1c6KLScTihrhee6VB7Wg8Dv9_weCUH14irKrtk-lr0qYB8koWMBBVCg2pZ8UoVmCGoXEDjfG_Z6FZC_cTDz9znUMlOVts8yBMFqscnUIgKiU8K-QkJ1zgaaH1L7Vwt3aVOhxfIOUwgoJ2hF8gKpOcXP-KglhwjHQ==&c=&ch=


DGS will analyze our data for participation in Demand
Response activities and fuel switching opportunities. 
 
Learn more about interval data in a blog post by EnergyCAP. 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGTlw6OR5LqYjVzD6bYPOWIlGNJlCFCShCTMsYa-EEGSXrR_TVqfjMg6b4ylFTYsH7fSPqZiPfC3K6ZYph_ivbnuKBDU557PFqoWqKJjw5Iy_qhOKtYyn7WDFFx0Lyr3hMQDFV2xLYSYAq5SJZh6vdq_PGde9lFsupJxJaVnn8iwnpm3xoX9osVRznKdvZRjk5VSoSlm__cpBn_MrG5LMuaWkD2n8BaSqf2bZeke-6FHFOuYysB7QSnoWldGQhswQ4DuNzopYbCjNbme5Gcjqn7ErGYh3_IFaZlGpwNZ6ulP&c=&ch=

